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Our lovely Summer Outing 
 

To Chichester 

 
Full report inside 



From the Chairman  
Paul’s Ponderings 
 
It  looked like being a shocking summer but fi-
nally the sun arrived just in time for our sum-
mer club outing to the Chichester Ship Canal. 
Starting in the old docks in the middle of 
Chichester, the canal runs for about 2½ miles 
before it meets a road which now cuts it off from Chichester Ma-
rina. 
After the summer break we started the winter program with a rip
-roaring evening. We welcomed our guest speaker Clive Hand 
from Chichester Film & Video Makers. What a fantastic evening 
he gave us with his films, music and talk; it was a real treat. 
As it seems difficult to get younger people to join clubs, it just 
shows that if you can get the 40/60’s to join, it can get the rest of 
us going again. So why do I say 40/60’s? Well we have just had 
our fiction and novice competitions with not a single entry for ei-
ther competition, maybe caused by ill health of members and 
their wives. 
My son and I have been flying our drone again. We had been 
asked to do some flying in the Hop fields of Kent for our old 
friend Willy van der Linden. We had all our paperwork and writ-
ten permissions from the landowner (you can’t just fly where you 
like and you must do your homework first), but needed to have a 
practice to get the camera settings right. So back we went to our 
vice chairman’s field which he very kindly allows us to use. On 
arrival he said “Just mind the tree!” Another ½ hour setting up 
the camera settings and we were ready. Just one more go said 
my son, we will put in automatic landing mode. We could see the 
drone coming across the field, “Mind the tree” I said! “It’s OK it’s 
set at 30 meters” he said. Crash! It hit the same tree again 
bouncing through the branches before hitting the ground. A look 
of disbelieve on our faces. We went to the tree and picked up a 
very sad battered and twisted drone. What are we going to tell 
Willy?  Repairs would take months if all the spares were availa-
ble. Luckily  I was going to upgrade to a Phantom 4 after Christ-
mas which will not fly in to objects as it has built in sensors, but 
trying to find one was near impossible. After a lot of searching 
the internet we managed to find one in Hounslow and Willy got 
his pictures! 
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I look forward to the rest of our meetings, and make sure you come 
and support The Sussex  Film Festival and most of all our Movie 
Showcase. Bring family and friends, all are welcome.    

Paul Bailey 

 

From the Editor 

 
I had another computer related incident recently 
when my trusty PC decided it was not going to 
boot up one morning. It passed the POST test 
(the initial beeps that signify that the mother-
board and RAM memory are all ok and it knows it 
is ready to boot the operating system) but then 
returned the message “insert system disk” indicating that the boot 
sector on the main hard drive (C) was not being read. My quick so-
lution was to unplug the C drive and substitute it with the drive I 
have as a clone. I then re-cloned the drive that had failed, but I will 
replace this with a brand new one I think as after all, they are a me-
chanical device and don’t last forever. For those of you that are 
interested in doing the same, I use a software package called  
“AOMEI backupper”. It is free and has several back-up modes, one 
of which is “clone”. As the name suggests, this function makes an 
exact byte by byte copy of the disc you have selected as the 
source including the all important boot sector. If you have a stand-
ard PC rather than a laptop, installing an extra hard disc is easy as 
there are usually spare drive bays and power cables available and 
all you need is another data cable to connect to your motherboard. 
I actuallu have three hard drives in my setup, the main C drive, a 
clone of this and a drive I call “data mirror” on which is a copy of 
“My Documents” “My Photos” etc. As I have said many times in this 
column, you can’t have enough regular and full back-ups these 
days as we do rely so much on electronic data. 

David Fenn 
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Our Summer Outing 

Boat Trip on the Chichester Ship Canal. 

 

We set out allowing plenty of time for a quiet coffee overlooking the 
canal basin before the start of the trip. However, as we ap-
proached Chichester we joined slow moving traffic which got 
worse and worse as we got closer to our destination and in fact 
like other members only just arrived in time. The reason for the 
heavy traffic was that the lovely hot sunny weather was attracting 
countless people to the seaside at the Wittering’s!  And we enjoyed 
the hot sunny weather for our trip.  The large covered cabin was 
laid out with tables and chairs and surrounded by large windows 
giving good viewing for everybody. 

The Chichester canal was built as a branch of the Portsmouth and 
Aurndel Canal which in its turn was part of the inland route from 
London to Portsmouth. This route was not a success;  by the time it 
was finished bigger and better boats were able to take the coastal 
route to London more quickly and efficiently. The short piece we 
were on was used up to 1906 for bringing in building materials and 
other traded goods while adjacent parts of the canal system be-
came derelict in the late 1800s.  
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At the small Hunston quay the fish and chip lunches were picked 
up, served and enjoyed by all as we motored on.   

The boat then did a deft three point turn and we headed back to-
wards Chichester.  
At Hunston we stopped again and this time went ashore to ad-
mire the view towards the city and the Cathedral. 
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This lovely view was the one painted by J.M.W.Turner in about 
1828. The oil painting was commissioned by the 3rd Earl of 
Egremont, the owner of Petworth House at the time. Turner 
became a friend of the Earl and was a frequent visitor to Pet-
worth. The painting and watercolour sketches are now in the 
Tate Gallery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Chichester Ship Canal Trust, a charity, preserves and 
maintains the canal for leisure uses on behalf of West Sussex 
County Council.   
We thank Paul Bailey for organising such a successful club 
outing.  
 

Brenda Mack 
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Photographs in this issue:-  
David Fenn 
 

Farewell to Neil 
 
It is with regret that we have said goodbye to Neil O’Neil whose 
work has taken him away from Haywards Heath and back uo to 
Northampton. 
We shall miss your contribution to our club Neil and your hu-
mour and zany ideas! 
We wish you well and look forward to seeing your work in the 
future. 

 
 



Programme Reminder 
 
Sun Oct 9 Sussex Film Festival  
 
Oct 11 Alan Early & 60 second competitions 
Oct 25 Movie Showcase 
Nov 8  50/50 evening with Copthorne 
Nov 22 An evening with Mervyn Huggett 
Dec 6  Christmas party & competition awards 

 

Refreshment Rota 

 
Oct 11 Mervyn Huggett & David Fenn 
Oct 25 EVERYONE PLEASE 
Nov 8  Roy Langley & Stephen Cropp 
Nov 22 June Bailey & Ron Prosser 
 
 
   
 
Remember! 
If you are unable to attend on your night, please change with someone 
else and update the sheet on the notice board 
 

Please do a stock take at the end of your night and tell Liz if 
any items require to be replenished 
 

Next Issue 0f Linking Shot 
 
The next issue will be at the end of December 2016 

Please send contributions to  linkingshot@hotmail.co.uk linkingshot@hotmail.co.uk linkingshot@hotmail.co.uk linkingshot@hotmail.co.uk no later 
than  1st December 
 
  

Views expressed by members in the Linking Shot may 
not be the views of the HHMM committee unless stated 


