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Good	evening	and	welcome!		

Our	 programme	 tonight	 is	 somewhat	 different	 to	 previous	 shows	 that	
you	may	have	 a9ended.	 This	 year,	 2019,	marks	 the	70th	 anniversary	of	
the	 founding	 of	 our	 club.	 Haywards	 Heath	 &	 District	 Amateur	 Cine	
Society	 was	 founded	 in	 1949	 and	 has	 moved	 through	 several	 name	
changes	as	Lme	and	technology	has	changed	to	the	name	we	use	today.	

	We	have	been	very	 lucky	to	find	a	film	from	the	very	first	public	show	
given	in	1949	and	we	have	tried	to	portray	something	from	each	of	the	
seven	 decades.	 As	 a	 result,	 it	 must	 be	 remembered	 that	 image	 and	
sound	 quality	 cannot	match	 the	 standards	we	 achieve	 today,	 but	 each	
film	has	a	charm	and	a	reflecLon	of	the	era	it	was	made.	

I	 would	 like	 to	 pay	 tribute	 to	 all	 the	 members	 of	 our	 club	 past	 and	
present	and	those	who	are	no	longer	with	us	but	whose	talent	lives	on	in	
the	images	you	will	see	tonight.	

Thank	 you	 for	 supporLng	 Haywards	 Heath	 MovieMakers,	 I	 am	 very	
grateful	that	you	are	here	and	I	hope	you	enjoy	and	will	celebrate	with	us	
70	years	of	film	making.	

David	Fenn	
Chairman



We	hope	 that	 you	 thoroughly	enjoy	 tonight’s	historic	 show.	Reproduced	
below	is	the	first	programme	presented	by	our	club	in	December	1949	at	
The	Public	Hall,	Haywards	Heath.	On	 the	back	page	 is	a	 reproducLon	of	
the	front	cover	of	that	same	programme.



Programme 
Devon Holiday -1949 
We are very fortunate to have been able to trace this film that was 
originally shown at our ‘First Exhibition of Films’ on December 13th, 
1949. It was made by Mr and Mrs Church who were founder members 
of the then, Haywards Heath and District Amateur Cine Society. The 
film is from the collection of Screen Archive South East.


TV Thief - 1952 
The first film made as a club production in 1952 tells the story of a 
family man, who is followed home by a burglar. The burglar breaks into 
the family’s home whilst they are watching TV. Television ownership 
was fairly rare in the early 1950s with only 350,000 households having 
a set. In this extract we see the husband, a commuter, arriving home at 
Haywards Heath station and driving through the town.


Mid-Sussex Times - 1959 
A club production following local news stories being reported on by the 
Mid-Sussex Times. This extract includes a visit to a local hospital by 
Harry Secombe.


Haywards Heath - 1962 
This newsreel style film, made by the club in 1962, explores everyday 
life in the town and surrounding areas. In this section we see the 
various shops in The Broadway, South Road and Sussex Road.


The Story of a River - 1969 
Produced by eight teams covering different sections of the River Ouse 
from source to sea. The film has a poetic, and sometimes comedic 
narrative. It won the Sussex Film Festival Sound Trophy in 1971.


The Stranger - 1970 
Filmed in the village of Fletching this short suspense thriller tells the 
story of a man, ‘The Stranger’, who visits a grave in order to lay 
flowers.




Every Thursday - 1970 
Made to celebrate the centenary year of the Mid-Sussex Times in 1970, 
this film shows the history, production and distribution processes of 
The Middy. At the time hot metal typesetting was being used.


The Catch - 1973 
A club comedy about a film maker who is secretly in love with his 
secretary. Note the 1970s fashions!


The South Downs Way - 1975 
Similar to “The Story of a River”, but this time following the route of the 
South Downs Way through Sussex. The film was the winner of the 
Sussex Film Festival Challenge Cup in 1978, and was also awarded a 
certificate in the SERIAC competition of the same year.


Way Out - 1979 
The Franklands Village Players discover that many hands do not 
necessarily make light work when it comes to car problems. 


The Last Straw - 1980 
The perils of being a movie director are many, especially when you have 
a film crew like this one!


Interval 

Upstairs Downstairs - 1991 
Forget Downton Abbey! Let us introduce you to Gerald, an elderly 
butler, faithfully trying to serve his master. This comedy / drama, filmed 
on location at The Priory, Haywards Heath, won the Albany Competition 
in 1991.


Country Mixture - 1993 
Often it’s a joy to welcome a new neighbour to your area, but on other 
occasions…………..




The Celebration - 1996 
In 1996 the country celebrated 100 years of cinema, and our club 
decided to make this little comedy in the manner of an early, silent film. 
“The Celebration” won the Sussex Film Festival Club and Comedy 
Trophies, and a national Ten Best Award.


Bad Day at the Last Frontier Saloon - 1999 
In 1999 the club celebrated it’s 50th birthday, and we all had fun 
making this spoof western. The film won the Albany Competition 
Sound Trophy.


On the Run - 2000 
Our camera crews covered the Historic Commercial Vehicle Society’s 
London to Brighton run in 2000. Part of the journey was filmed from the 
top deck of a 1939 Bristol bus from the Isle of Wight. 


The Late Mr McKenna - 2003 
The tale of the, less than punctual, Mr McKenna. The film won the 
Albany Competition Shield and the Albany Greyner Cup in 2003.


Musical Chairs - 2009 
If the chair in your office is comfortable, doesn’t squeak, and has no 
missing wheel, whatever you do make sure you hold onto it!


OMG - 2011 
Did the pope really visit Sussex in 2011, arriving via Shoreham Airport? 
Judge for yourself as our camera crew follows his progress, and driving 
ability!


Screen	Archive	South	East	
Screen	 Archive	 South	 East	 (SASE)	 is	 a	 public	 sector	
moving	 image	 archive	 serving	 the	 South	 East	 of	
England.	 Many	 of	 the	 films	 shown	 tonight	 can	 be	
viewed	 on	 the	 archive’s	 website,	 including	 the	 full	
length	versions	of	those	where	we’ve	only	been	able	to	
show	 an	 extract.	 For	 full	 details	 of	 SASE	 please	 visit	
h9p://screenarchive.brighton.ac.uk



This	evening’s	performance	will	include	a	short	interval	during	
which	tea,	or	coffee,	and	biscuits	will	be	available.	These	are	
included	in	the	price	of	your	entry.	Our	members	will	be	
pleased	to	serve	you	at	this	Lme.




